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BORN IN SAN 
FRANCISCO in 1957, 
Layla Fanucci’s artistic 
talent was first expressed 
in music. She learned to 
play the piano, clarinet 
and guitar. She put 
herself through San 
Francisco State 
University by giving 

guitar lessons, receiving a degree in sociology in 1981.  

Layla and husband Robert eventually settled in St. Helena. In 1998 
she found herself wanting some “big, live art” (as she describes it) for 
her home. Finding nothing to her liking, Layla bought some art 
supplies and created a large, colorful abstract painting.  

By the year 1999, she was ready to devote herself full-time to making 
art. She began to create portraits of her family, still lifes, city scenes, 
and abstractions with figures. These paintings, while diverse in 
character, often had vibrant color, bold forms, energetic brush 
strokes and a sense that, whatever the style, the painting was 
charged with underlying emotion.  

Layla found her voice and style in her cityscape paintings. Applying 
layer upon layer of paint on her canvases, she searches for the 
colors that best communicate the mood that gives the truest 
essence of the city. When the paint dries, she takes a brush and in 
black draws the outlines of the buildings, bridges, streets and people, 
imbuing the painting with life and adding particulars that will make 
the city unique and distinctive. Painting city upon city, her paintings 
have two, three or four full paintings/cities underneath the nal works.  

Luminous, striking and intriguing, her works have been exhibited in 
galleries all over the world. Notably, e Walter Wickiser Gallery in New 



York, e Christopher Hill Gallery in Saint Helena, Andrews Art Museum 
in North Carolina, Chasen Gallery in Virginia, Le Musee de 
Marrakech in Morocco, Samuel Gallery, Lisa Freedman Fine Arts, 750 
Wines Studio and VAM Art Inc. Gallery. She has received many 
commissions and her work is in numerous private collections. 


